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“Happy Independence Day!”
I

t’s our nation’s Day of
Freedom celebration! Our national
heroes who fought and laid down
their lives for the Declaration of
Independence and the birth of our
country as an independent nation
deserves to be remembered not
only on the fourth of July, but
always. Politicians usually use the occasion to renew
their vows, promising to preserve the liberties and
freedom we enjoy, to work towards improving the
welfare of the masses, and to continue building a great
nation that we all can rely on and be proud of.
“No inheritance is so great, no love is so deep, and no
sacrifice is so real than giving your own life for the
future generations. As our flag waves with pride,
remember what our forefathers gave for all our sake.
As we celebrate this day, pledge to honor their hard
work by praying every day for all those who put their
lives on the line for this country and passing it safe
and intact to the next generation.”

City of Lockport 2019
Independence Day Parade
July 3rd, 2019 at 7:00pm

This year’s parade will start at 7 p.m., beginning at
Ida B. Fritz Park and traveling along Main Street,
ending at Washburn Street.

July 4th, 2019
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Best Places to View:
• Pine Street Bridge
• Canal Street
• Behind YMCA
• Cornerstone Ice Arena
• Pine Street Parking
• Main Street (next toMills)
• Ida Fritz Park
• Outwater Park (near Stone Shelter)
• Dudley Square
• Upson Park and Scalzo Park – CLOSED
Bringing folding chairs is recommended.
Bathrooms will be available in City Hall.
Fireworks Timing:
• 7:30 p.m. Pine, Lock, Gooding and Ontario streets
close for fireworks viewing
• 9:30 p.m. Fireworks begin
• 10:30 p.m. Closed streets reopen to traffic

From the Pastor’s Pen
by: Reverend William James Hardy

In one of my latest sermons, I preached on the issue of church decline throughout the United
States. I also noted that this is a prevalent problem. I suggested that this decline threatens many churches and
that, in Western New York, there have already been many church closures.
I preached that there are many causes to this decline, including an increase in secularism, a
competition with other organizations – including youth sports – and with social media, clergy sex abuse, and
other factors. This church decline has affected churches of all sizes and is even beginning to affect larger
“mega churches.”
My concern is not just with the decline of churches and their closures. In the end, I think that much of
this decline is inevitable and that our communities will be less dynamic and interesting places when our
religious communities dissolve.
My biggest concern is how we, as a declining church, live our lives in the now. How do we behave
during this period of decline? How do we live our lives as faithful people in a world where faith is not as
important as it once was? How do we maintain community in a world where communities are more
fragmented, insular, and impersonal?
I would note that research done by social scientists and religious scholars suggest that Americans
continue to be deeply spiritual people. It is not uncommon to find people posting memes on social media
about spiritual topics, while at the same time completely eschewing active involvement in religious
institutions, or claiming affiliation to Christianity, while at the same time never attending a church service.
Americans frequently label themselves “spiritual but not religious.” However, spirituality should not
be confused with genuine Christian faith, which I believe requires active engagement in a community of faith
(i.e. the church).

As an active church participant, it is easy to become negative about these trends. It is easy to create a
scenario that labels non-participants as “them” and participants as “us.” Naturally, in this scenario the “us” are
inherently better than the “them.” In any case, I could become blue in the face defending the theological and
Biblical justifications for church attendance. But in the end, the vast majority of people do not attend church
because they find church irrelevant to their lives. Yes, they want the church to exist, but they will not attend
unless there is an absolute need to attend church – like a holiday, baptism, wedding or funeral. Excuses aside,
church is largely irrelevant for the vast majority of Americans.
I believe, save a cataclysmic national event that causes Americans to flee to the church, like the events
of 9-11 that did cause a short-term spike in church attendance, large institutional churches – like the Mainline
churches of our parents and grandparents – are going to go the way of the dinosaur. We will not be able to
function in the same way or maintain the status quo. I believe that the future church will be less
institutionalized, more grass roots, and more laity centered.
I don’t believe that is all bad. Large denominations with bloated payrolls are really the thing of the
past. Our own Presbytery no longer has a large staff of highly paid professionals. It is now much smaller and
leaner. Many churches are cutting payrolls and using the talents of laity in new and dynamic ways.
Our church in order to survive will need to be more efficient and will need to focus on what we do
best. We will have to re-image ourselves, but as we do this we need to listen to one another. We need to be
more creative in how we ministry to the needs of our community. We will also need to be more prophetic. In
other words, we will need to be mission centered and not survival centered.
And most importantly we will need to care for one another in powerfully loving ways. Our church can
thrive in this new reality, but we can not thrive if we are not positive and affirming of one another and able to
do this in a Christ-like way!
Peace,
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Pastor Jim

A NOTE FROM THE
MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEACONS BASKET
RAFFLE & BAKE SALE

The Chancel Choir and Handbell Choirs are now off
for the summer months. Many thanks to these very
dedicated volunteers for making rehearsals and singing
each week throughout the program year. Many thanks
to all those who are a part of this vital ministry.

We are having a basket raffle/bake sale on
September 29th to benefit the charitable giving of
our deacons.
If you would like to contribute, please have your
donations to the deacons by Saturday, September
28th. Thanks for your consideration of this
donation. If you have any questions please
contact Melissa Penna, Susan Haley, or Joanna
Marble.

The Music Program at First Presbyterian Church has a
place for persons of all abilities and skill levels. We
have singing choirs and handbell choirs for all ages. If
you are looking for a place to serve here in the church,
please come and join us in the fall. Our handbell
choirs will begin in the fall and we always welcome
new folks to our music ministries. For a complete
listing of programs please see our website:
1stpreslockport.org or see Jeffrey Seekins.

DOLLAR DINNERS
Wednesday— July 10th & August 14th
at 6:00PM.

TIFFANY WINDOW TOURS
& DOCENTS
Tiffany Window tours are available
Monday through Friday
10:00-2:00pm May 29th through August 30th.
We are looking for volunteers to be Window
Docents. If you enjoy meeting folks from all
over the world, then this ministry is for you. The
church has museum quality tour wands that
enable visitors to find out either the Biblical and
/or Artistic facts about each window. The tour is
self guided so people can spend as little or as
much time as they desire. If you are interested in
becoming a Window Docent please contact
Renee Hardy.

It is not too early to consider planning to join the
Chancel Choir in the fall. The Choir meets each Sunday
at 8:45 – 9:45 and then sings at the 10:30 service. We
need more volunteers!

 SUMMER MUSIC 

We are looking for music volunteers for the summer.
The Summer Music signup sheet is posted in Arnold
Hall.

SUMMER WORSHIP
ANNUAL BISON BASEBALL
FAMILY LIFE OUTREACH MINISTRY

August 2nd, 2019
A sign-up sheet will be posted in
Arnold Hall. The cost per
person will be $10.00. We will
carpool for this outing. For more
information contact Renee
Hardy.
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This year we will have one Worship Service at
9:30AM. Our summer schedule begins on July
7th through September 1st.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOUR
There will be NO Coffee Fellowship Hour for
the summer. The Coffee Hour will resume on
Rally Day. We wish to thank all our volunteers
and participants for your dedication and
commitment to our ministries at First Church.
Have a safe, happy and blessed Summer. See
you all in September!

INDEPENDENCE WEEKEND BLOCK PARTY AT OLD FALLS STREET
THURSDAY JULY 4th – SATURDAY, JULY 6th
Independence Day on July 4th kicks off a 3-day street festival … Visit Old
Falls Street on THURSDAY, FRIDAY, or SATURDAY as we celebrate
Independence Day with live music, great food and free activities for all
guests.
For more info go to:
https://buffalo.kidsoutandabout.com/content/independence-weekendblock-party-old-falls-street

STERLING RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL: WEEKENDS IN 2019
Thrill to the excitement of over 100 stage and street performers, professional actors, comedians and musicians who whimsically recreate
an authentic English Renaissance village. Dozens of artisans demonstrate their fine craftsmanship and sell their unique wares. Delicacies
like steak-on-a-stake, pita pockets, succulent turkey legs, and more!
For more info go to: https://http://www.sterlingfestival.com/
July 1st - August 13th. Saturdays and Sundays 10am-7pm.
Rain or shine.

19TH ANNUAL NIAGARA CELTIC HERITAGE FESTIVAL & HIGHLAND GAMES
Everyone's welcome at the popular Niagara Celtic Heritage Festival & Highland
Games! Enjoy the wonders and pageantry of Ireland, Scotland, and Wales during a
weekend of family-friendly fun! Celebrate with Celtic music, dancers, athletics,
clans, food, living historians, attractions, vendors, special events, children’s activities and much more!

19th year, Here We Come!

Celebrating our first year at the
Niagara County Fairgrounds

Thanks to wonderful participants and guests, our growing festival has
landed in a new home (our third!). We're thrilled for the opportunities offered at the fairgrounds (only 10
miles south of Olcott), which will greatly improve your visit. Our teams are hard at work to ensure everyone
the same wonderful experience Niagara Celtic has always offered, plus a whole lot more! Please keep
watching our website to learn all about our 19th year, including our usual memorable experiences, all-new
offerings, ticket discounts, contests, the schedule and more! Sat, Sep 14, 2019 and Sun, Sep 15, 2019,
10:00 AM –6:30 PM.
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FORM

2019 VBS REGISTRATION

Register by mail or call
church office at 716-433-5905

Pre-Registration
Recommended

Girl

Name:_______________________
Address:____________________
City/
Zip________________________

Last Grade Completed__________

Birth Date: __________ Age:_____

Boy

Children age 3 and up.

(Complete separate form for each child)

First Presbyterian Church
21 Church Street
Lockport, New York 14094
(716) 433-5905
1stpreslockport.org

Emergency Phone:______________

Emergency Contact:_____________

Cell Phone:____________________

Father’s Name: ________________

Allergies or Medical Conditions:
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
Mother’s Name:________________

6

Athens—Journey into God’s Love.
Vacation Bible School, your children will
discover an interactive, energizing, Biblebased program that leads them to
experience a lifetime of growing into
God’s truth and love! During Vacation
Bible School at Athens, students will
explore how to serve God and God’s
mission for their lives.
After a high-energy Opening
Assembly, Children make their way to the
Bible Story Station. Interactive Bible
lessons reveal Rapid Reminders to equip
your children for an active life with God.
Your children will also discover and
commit to heart a Athens verse that will
remain with them in their faith long after
VBS.
Children will expand on what
they’ve discovered by participating in a
variety of activities: making art projects,
singing new songs exploring the wonders
of creation, playing fun and relevant
games, and enjoying tasty snacks. Along
the way, children will hear about our
mission project and will be invited to
participate as they put their faith into
action!
We will use music, games, art,
drama, over the three nights of VBS to
discover your strength in God .

Monday, July 15th Friday July 19th.
6:00-8:00PM

Welcome
to
VBS
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First Presbyterian Church of Lockport
21 Church St . Lockport . NY . 14094
Office: 433.5905 . Fax: 433-7035
www.1stpreslockport.org

We are excited to announce…
VBS Athens-Journey into Gods Love will
be held on Monday, July 15th – July 19th
from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Each child requires
a completed registration form. Age
requirements is 3 years old & up.
Registration flyer will be available on
July 1st, 2019.

For more information regarding
ministries at the First Presbyterian
Church of Lockport please call the
church office or visit us on the web.

Snacks will be
provided and
served every
evening!

September 8th—9:30 a.m.
New Sunday School classes for
ALL AGES begins on Rally Day
September 9th!

Sunday School:

Regular Worship Services:
Resumes on September 8th, 2019
8:15 Communion Service
10:30am Worship Service

Summer Worship Service:
9:30am Worship Service

—Journey into Gods Love July 15th-19th 6:00-8:00PM

First Presbyterian Church
July/August 2019 Newsletter
21 Church Street
Lockport, NY 14094-2803
Return Service Requested

Our Staff
Rev. W. James Hardy

Pastor
Robin Andrews

Sunday Nursery Care
Elizabeth Lattimer

Office Manager
Heather Miner

Clerk of Session
Melissa Penna

Moderator of Deacons
Jeffrey Seekins

Organist/Choir Director

PRAYER CORNER 

Please continue to pray for those who are
hospitalize, in nursing facilities and shut-ins, and
those serving in the military. We all need to pray
for one another and our church. Contact the
church office to add/remove names off the
prayer list.
Etta Arnold
Cheryl Marshall
Ken Baggett
Clyde Mayer
Bergeron family
John McWilliams
Jennifer Berry
Bert Mitchell
Lorraine Mitchell
Arlene Bolton
David Carlson
Glenn Tall
Dorothy Degnan
Jenny Taylor
Martha Ferguson
Chris Wagner
Doni Koukal
Dotti Waite
SPECIAL

THANKS 
We wish to thank the following for their
loving devotion and servant hearts to this
church and congregation. Many thanks to
Steve Legters. He has been here daily
cleaning the church along with Miss Robin
who volunteers to dust the sanctuary each
week and Maria Goodrich who dust and
cleans the windows in the entry ways. We
also wish to extend many thanks to Rick &
Melissa Maines for maintaining the church
lawns and grounds. Melissa also creates and
sends out greeting cards to those who our
home-bound or sick or to let folks know
they our in our thoughts & prayers. What
shining examples they are of Christ-likeness
and faithfulness.
8

Our next edition for 2019 will be
the September/October edition.
Deadline for submission is
Aug15th, 2019.
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS

Blessing to those celebrating a
birthday in July & August!
UPCOMING EVENTS

Lockport Presbyterian Home…
Art in the Halls—June15-Aug 1st.
Car Cruise—Aug 20th at 6:30PM

