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Upcoming Events

Happy New Year 2019

T

he most wonderful thing
about walking with God in
life is that there is always the
opportunity to start anew - God
always offers us a new day and a
new dawn, no matter what has gone
before. At the start of the New Year,
take a moment to thank Him for this
past year, and dedicate this new year
to Him - to serve Him and love Him
afresh & anew.
AMEN
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O

ffering Envelopes 2019

Boxed Offering Envelopes
will be distributed the
week of 12/17/2018. You will find
your box set in the Narthex. If you
do not find your box it is because
you where not on the signup sheet.
Leave me a message and if there are
any boxes left they will be in the

Narthex in the beginning half of
January. Quantities are limited.
Don’t wait to sign up!
Thank You!

A NOTE FROM THE
MUSIC DIRECTOR

FROM THE
PASTOR’S PEN
by: Reverend William James Hardy

I have been your pastor for ten years now.
Interestingly during these past ten years, we have not
seen a major decline in membership, but have seen a
small decline in church worship attendance and a steady
decline in church giving.
Unfortunately, this decline has effected many of
the churches in the area and the Presbyterian Church
has been particularly hard hit. During my tenure as
pastor, the two other Presbyterian Churches in Lockport
have closed and more than a half dozen other
Presbyterian Churches in Western New York have also
shut their doors. But this decline has not just effected
Presbyterian Churches. In addition, Roman Catholic
and other Protestant Churches have also closed or
consolidated.
We are blessed, as our church has also been
graced with many new members. During my tenure,
new church members have actively become involved in
the leadership of the church. In fact, almost half of the
present elders and deacons joined the church in the last
ten years.
But our church needs the continued support of
its membership. Yes, we all lead very busy lives. I can
assure you that I know that more than anyone!
However, our commitments to other activities should
not eclipse our commitment to Christ and his work in
His body, the Church. Church membership should not
be placed on the back burner!
At the Memorial Service of President George
H.W. Bush speaker after speaker told the congregation
how important the church was to the President and how
his faith guided his decisions and made him a man of
character and integrity. He was also a very busy man,
but that never interfered with his service to God.

A pastor friend of mine from China told me that
when President Bush was the Ambassador there, he
attended church every Sunday riding a bike to
worship with his wife of more than 70 years, Barbara.
Men and women from the greatest generation knew the
importance of tradition, faith, praise, and worship!
As you make your New Year’s resolution, I
would encourage you to consider making a renewed
commitment to the Church!
In Christ,
Pastor Jim
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Our Chancel Choir will be taking a few weeks off
during January & February. I encourage you to
come and join us as we prepare for Lent. If you are
interested in the choir please see me to find out
about upcoming rehearsals. A Big THANK YOU !
for the tireless recruiting done by Barb & Dave
Mazur. Several new faces are in the choir but there
is still room for you!
Handbells continue to rehearse and like the Chancel
Choir we could use a few more ringers both
experienced and novice. The New Beginnings
group meets Wednesday evenings 7:30 – 8:30, the
Celestial Handbell Choir meets on Wednesday
afternoons 3:30 – 4:30.
Jackie Davis, noted gospel singer,
will lead our music on Sunday
January 27th at the 10:30. Always a
First Presbyterian favorite, Jackie will
present songs both new and old in a
refreshing style which is uniquely her
own. Tell your friends about this
inspiring service of song.
As part of our morning worship on February 17th
(one service at 10:30 only that
day) organist Aaron David
Miller will lead us in a Hymn
Festival. The service will feature
hymnody from a variety of
origins from traditional, world
hymns, spirituals, and
congregational favorites. Aaron is an eclectic
organist doing everything from traditional concerts,
to accompanying silent films presenting hymn
festivals, and perform concertos with a variety of
orchestras. Aaron composed a new choral setting
of “This Is My Father’s World” for our
congregation in 2007 which was published and
performed around the United States. Mark your
calendars for this inspirational songfest.
Thank you,
Jeffrey A. Seekins—Choir Director
For a complete listing of programs please see our
website: 1stpreslockport.org or see Jeffrey Seekins.

Board of Deacons Events
The Boy Scouts collected food for the Thanksgiving baskets
along with items donated by the congregation. Eight (8) food
baskets including Tops cards were distributed to needy families. Ten Christmas cactus flowers and cards were delivered to
nursing home residents and other shut-ins.
Thank you for your continued support!

Note from the Deacon’s
We wish everyone a blessed New Year and
wish to extend many thanks for all your support in 2018. May we strive to be a blessing
to each other and our neighbors in this new
year.

The 2018 Coats for the Cold campaign was a huge success due to generous donations given. Here is a tally of
items donated: 43 outer garments (coats, jackets, vests, snow pants), 44 hats, 20 scarves, and 27 pairs of gloves
or mittens.
Once those items are professionally cleaned, they will be donated to Community
Missions of Niagara Frontier based in Niagara Falls along with 24 hats, 10 scarves, and
13 pairs of gloves/mittens. (Community Missions received the congregation's 2017
Coats for the Cold donations.)
The remaining items were boxed and delivered today to Lockport City Hall where NYS
Assemblyman Mike Norris maintains a collection location for donated winter clothing to be distributed
locally.
The Board of Deacons wish to thank those who donated items for the less fortunate and to be a blessing to the
recipients. Special thanks to Steve Cotton and Steve Legters!

Peanut Brittle 2018-2019
Joan Shaffer

Mary Boyle

Doris Kovacs

Jim Hardy

Kevin Seekins

Steven Seekins

Kim Seekins

Bryan Seekins

Robert Luskin

Sharon Luskin

Alison Pynn

David Pynn

Heather Miner

Tony Shay

Josh Penna

Joe Rongo

Cameron Bonanno

Tessa Bonanno

Robin Bonanno

Mikey Brown

Renee Hardy

Carol Walker

Carmen Taylor

Bryce Drewes

Pat Pynn

Wes Miner

Jared Miner

Katie Miner

Damian Rekas

Keara Darnell

Quinn Boyer

Robert Kovacs

Cal Seeley

Vicky Robinson

Sam Chilcott

Eric Connor

Tracy Connor

Jenna Lamont

Ryleigh Blum

Whitney Blum

Sherry Dempsey

Douglas Dempsey

Damian Rekas

Ryan Marso

Tyler Morgan

Taylor Carmen

Ben Criswell

Jackson Connor

If your name does not appear on this list of volunteers, or if your name is mis-spelled please contact
the office. We truly appreciate all our volunteers and do not wish to forget anyone. Thank You
again…and God Bless!

We wish to give special thanks to Justin Lamont for his
dedication and hard work. You manage to go to school, be a
sports announcer, work a full time job, and co-ordinate our
annual fundraiser. Many, many thanks again...You Rock!!!!
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A Note from the...Family Life Outreach Ministry
As a new year begins, I’d like to take a moment to
explain the different outreach ministries First Presbyterian
Church participates in. Outreach is a vital aspect of our
service as a church, as it allows us to spread God’s
message of love to people in need.
Everyone knows how cold Western New York
winters can be, so the Family Life Outreach, and Mission
committee (FLOM) organizes a blanket collection for
Church World Service in January. These blankets are sent
across the globe to people in hospitals, the elderly, and
those living in cold areas. During Lent, First Presbyterian
participates in the One Great Hour of Sharing coin
collection. Fish boxes are distributed to all of the children
during the Children’s message, and they are encouraged
to add coins to their box each day for several weeks.

Family Life
Outreach
Ministry
Events

Throughout the year, Dollar Dinners are held on the
second Wednesday of each month. Local members of the
community are invited to come for a warm meal and a
bible study, for the small cost of $1.00. Finally, as the year
draws to a close, the FLOM Committee runs Samaritan’s
Purse’s mission, Operation Christmas Child. The
congregation is encouraged to fill a shoebox with items for
children in need, such as toiletries, toys, and school
supplies. These shoeboxes are then sent all over the world
to brighten the holidays.
Your generosity towards these missions is always
appreciated. I hope you understand the powerful impact
your donations can have on the Lockport community and
the world.
Jared Miner
FLOM Committee Chairperson

CWS Blankets begins Sundays, January 13th-27th, 2019
CWS has distributed thousands of blankets around the world in 2018. Your congregation
can be part of an even greater response in 2019. You will reach families fleeing their
homes, recovering from disaster and more.
Share blankets, warmth and comfort with your neighbors.
Craft Night Saturday, January 26th, 2019 Craft Night for adults in Arnold Hall.
Stay tuned for additional information to be announced.

Souper Bowl Sunday. Sunday, February 3rd, 11:30 A.M. - A sign-up sheet for volunteers to
bring soups, crackers, and bread, or to set-up and clean-up, will be posted in Arnold Hall.
Game night Saturday, February 9th, 7:00-9:00 P.M. - Game night in Arnold Hall.
A sign-up sheet will be posted asking people to bring a snack and their favorite game.
One Great Hour of Sharing. Sunday, February 10th - Sunday, March 24th, 2019

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Special thanks to all the children, parents and volunteers for a memorable
Christmas pageant. A huge thank you to Carlie Poole, Rev. Hardy &
Jeffrey Seekins for their support and direction. Happy New Years to all!
Special thanks to...
The Afternoon Art Program students
under the direction of Miss Robin:
Sady Bocanagra, Emmy Dust, Aidan Shay
The next ASAP will begin March 4, 2019
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SCOUT CORNER
Cub Scouts Den meetings are held
Thursday evenings at 6:30-8PM.
For more information contact
Mrs. Kim Seekins.
Blue & Gold Banquet—Feb 9, 2019
Scout Sunday—Feb 10, 2019

Girl Scout meetings are
held on Sundays 12:00PM or For
more information contact
Susan Haleyor the church office.
Girl Scouts 4PM Craft Night &
Lockin. Jan 25, 2019

December 2018
In the heart of any community there lies a desire
to have and to make meaningful connections. The Kenan Center of Lockport, NY is a cultural, educational,
and recreational center that has been at the heart of our
community for generations. Called by many our “hidden
gem,” it must be our mission to preserve this precious
treasure while working diligently to share its brilliance
throughout and beyond the Western New York region.
Greetings!
It is our honor and pleasure to
inform you that we, Pete and Karen
D’Angelo, have been named Co-chairs
of the 2018 Annual Appeal campaign.
As I’m sure it is with you and your
family, the Kenan Center has been
central to many of our shared
experiences in Lockport and has had a
lasting effect on our lives, our
relationships in this community, and
on our immediate and extended family
across Western New York. Please,
allow us to take a couple minutes of your time to remind
you of perhaps a shared memory or experience, signifying
why we must continue to support this beloved “hidden
gem.”
As a young couple, Karen and I both wanted “the
best” for our son Brennan’s first school experience. After
doing our homework and research, we chose the Kenan
Centers’ Pre-K Program. It was one of the greatest decisions we made for him at that stage in his life. Brennan is
23 years old now, and he still keeps in touch with friends
he made at age 4. Today, with the Montessori Pre-School
program on campus, we know that Kenan has gone even a
step higher in their educational offerings. Educationally
speaking, “Job well done!”
When I moved to Lockport, over 20 years ago, I
was astounded by the beauty and intimacy of the Taylor
Theater. At that time, the Taylor with its exposed brick
walls, wood beams, and repurposed
church lights was well ahead of its time for interior
decorating. There were countless numbers of performers,
directors, and designers who received their start and
honed their craft on the Taylor’s wood stage.

When you walk into the theater today, its rich
and vibrant history is palpable, yet time has taken its toll
and advancements in theatre technology have yet to be
introduced. However, lest you begin to think that this
gem has lost its luster, a bright resurgence of the Taylor
Theater under a joint and cooperative venture with The
Carriage House Players is underway. We hope to bring
vibrant theatre programming back to the Taylor in the
new year with a full season of plays, adding to the center’s
cultural offerings.
Going back even farther, 30 plus years, Karen has
fond memories of ice-skating in the Kenan Arena with her
family every Sunday evening. This was a time when
community members came together to mingle, exercise,
laugh and enjoy each other’s company.
This is where Karen saw her father
interact with a teen with special needs.
This is where Karen developed
compassion for others with disabilities
and affection for her father. This is
where Karen learned how to skate
backwards and spin around. It’s where
she learned to fall and get back up.
Critical life lessons learned through
recreational experiences.
We are certain that many of you reading this letter
have had your own unique and memorable experiences
on the campus grounds of the Kenan Center. You have
seen for yourself all the wonderful ways that Kenan
Center impacts the community by enriching lives through
cultural, educational, and recreational opportunities. We
would ask you to join us in preserving the Kenan Center
as a vibrant gemstone and cornerstone in this community
by giving generously in this annual fundraising campaign.
The goal for this years’ Annual Appeal is $42,000.
Together with our financial support we can ensure that
this gemstone retains its brilliance for years to come.
We are ever so fortunate to have and to know a
place such as the Kenan Center! Thank you for
contributing to this annual campaign.
Sincerely,
Pete D’Anglo & Karen D’Angelo
2018 Annual Appeal Co-chairs

Donate to the Kenan Center
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Annual Meeting
NO REHEARSAL OR SINGING
Jackie Davis-Singer

29

30

23

Committee
ANNUAL REPORTS
DUE.

16

DOLLAR DIN N ERS 6:00pm

NO-

31

24

17

10

25

Send out donation statements

18

11

01

28

7:00

7:00

09

04

Friday

27

22

2:30pm Presby Home
Communion
pm Deacons Mtg
7:00 pm Session Mtg

15

7:00 pm Personnel Mtg
7:00 pm H & G
pm FLOM
BS Comm Mtg 7:00pm

08

03

Thursday

6:30-8PM

THURSDAYS
Cub Scouts Dens Mtg

GScouts 4PM - Craft Night /
Sleepover

21

20

02

Wednesday

WEDNESDAYS
Staff Meeting
Music Lessons
Celestial Bells
Youth Handbells
New Beginning Bells

OFFICE CLOSED NEW YEARS DAY. Rev. Hardy vacationDec.30-Jan.02.19
Sharon & Maria G.
counters 12/23, 24/ X2 12/30 @
10AM

01

Tuesday

11:00AM
2:00PM
3:30PM
6:00PM
7:15PM

C. Choir rehearsal & sing

MLK DAY Obs erved- Of f i ce
Cl os ed

Ordi na ti on & Ins ta l l a ti on of new
of f i ci er' s ?
C. Choir rehearsal & sing
CWS Blanket Sunday donations - 27th

Disability & Paid Family Leave
due on the 15th

Worship Committee 11:45
C. Choir rehearsal only
UNDECK THE HALLS

14

07

06

13

31

SUNDAY
8:15AM Communion Service
8:45AM Chancel Choir rehearsal
9:30AM Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
11:30AM Coffee Fellowship Hour
12:30-2PM Girl Scout/Brownies
Monday

JANUARY

30

Sunday

CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH

2019

02

Pending Craft Nite for Adults

26

19

12

05

Saturday

SUNDAY
FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Sun. 28th

Sun. 21st

Tues. 16th

Thurs. 5th

Thurs. 25th

Weds. 24th, 31st

Sun. 28th

January 2019 Calendar
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Rev Hardy off vacation
Aaron David Miller Hymn Festival
8:15AM NO Service.

24

17

25

18

11

04

03

10

28

Monday

27

SCOU T SU N DAY
One Great Hour of Sharing Feb 10--Mar
24

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
CE Committee Mtg. 8:30AM Grigg.
Worship Committee 11:45

Sunday

Tuesday

2:30pm Presby Home
Communion
7:00 pm Deacons Mtg
7:00 pm Session Mtg

7:00 pm Personnel Mtg
7:00 pm H & G
7:00 pm FLOM
BS Comm Mtg 7:00pm

FEBRUARY

SUNDAY
CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH 8:15AM Communion Service
9:00AM Chancel Choir rehearsal
9:30AM Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
11:30AM Coffee Fellowship Hour
12:30-2PM Girl Scout/Brownies

2019

26

19

12

05

29

11:00AM
2:00PM
3:30PM
6:00PM
7:15PM

13

06

30

27

20

DOLLAR DINNERS
6:00pm

Wednesday

WEDNESDAYS
Staff Meeting
Music Lessons
Celestial Bells
Youth Handbells
New Beginning Bells

28

21

14

07

31

Friday

08

01

01

22

15

Bl ue & G ol d Ba nquet s etup

THURSDAYS
Cub Scouts Dens Mtg

Thursday

6:30-8PM

SUNDAY

09

02

02

23

16

Bl ue & G ol d Ba nquet
10:00- 6PM
7- 9PM G a m e N i te

Saturday

FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Thurs. 1st

Mon. 26th

Sun. 25th

Weds. 28th

Sun. 25th

February 2019 Calendar
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Un-deck the Halls
Sunday, January 6th
following the 10:30AM service.

Our Staff

PRAYER CORNER 

Our next edition for 2019 will be the
March & April edition. Deadline for
submission is February 15th, 2019.

Birthday Blessings
To those celebrating a birthday in
January & February…
May your special day be filled
with happiness and joy.

Rev. W. James Hardy

Pastor

Robin Andrews

Sunday Nursery Care

Office closed dates:
Jan 1, 2019 New Years Day
Jan. 14, 2019 MLK Day

Jenna Lamont

Moderator of Deacons
Elizabeth Lattimer

Office Manager

Heather Miner

Clerk of Session
Jeffrey Seekins

Organist/Choir Director
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