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Committee Events

Thanksgiving & Christmas Blessings

May the peace and hope of

Christ’s birth

be with you now and in the days ahead...

NEWS BITES
We are happy to announce that
Dollar Dinners are back! Dollar
Dinners organizers announced
that the second Wednesday of each
month at 6:00pm Dollar Dinners
will be provided. A signup sheet is
posted in Arnold Hall. This is a
vital ministry that enables us to
reach out to our community as we
are instructed to do by the word of
the Lord.
We wish to encourage those that
have never participated in the Dollar
Dinner ministry to come and join us
on Wednesday, November 8th, as
we kick off Dollar Dinners.
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From the Pastor’s Pen
by: Reverend William James Hardy

Paul wrote to his young
disciple Timothy that followers of
Jesus are to “do good, to be rich in
good works, generous, and ready
to share, thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of the life that
really is a life.”
A “life that really is a life”
is a life in Christ. A life in Christ is
a life that is spent doing deeds of
goodness, being ready to share,
and living generously. These
attributes create a foundation for
the future.

close their doors every year
because people become apathetic
to the needs of their faith
communities. Church leaders age
and die and no one stands up to
take their place. And yet people
still want to be married or have
their children baptized in a church
that they no longer regularly
attend.

Our church is at a cross
roads. We are still generally
stable, but our future is no longer
certain. Therefore, your church
needs you more than ever. In order
to continue the level of ministry
that we have enjoyed in the past,
In many ways, we take it
for granted that our church will be we need members to respond with
there for us in times of celebration generosity to the stewardship call.
and sorrow. We look at the strong But we also need members to raise
their hands when called to serve.
foundation, the heavy stones that
We need members to answer the
have endured for almost two
centuries. We convince ourselves call of service by volunteering to
that nothing can shatter an edifice be an officer or to serve on a
that has nurtured generations of the committee or to volunteer to
coordinate a coffee hour or serve
faithful before us.
as a liturgist or choir member.
We must not become
We also need our members
complacent! Hundreds of churches
to attend worship regularly, to

All Saints Sunday
For those who have gone on before us...We pray for all
our departed loved ones.

Sherina Harper
Lori Schumacher
Phyllis Noonan
Barbara Orloff
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In Christ,
Pastor Jim

House & Grounds

Sunday, November 5th, 2017

Frederick N. Jex
Keirn Vincent
Linda Taylor

attend Adult Forum, to join a
mission program, and to offer new
ideas on how to make the church
ministries and programs better.
Members who care about the
church can no longer sit on the side
lines or be Monday morning
quarterbacks. If we want our
church to thrive, then we need to
strive to be more faithful in our
efforts to revitalize First
Presbyterian Church!

Warren Sharpe
Audry Grout
Dorothy Bonner
Rodney Conrad
Elaine Shelley
Esther Prudden
Nanette Allen

Update...
The committee has been very busy over the last
several months landscaping and refinishing the
Church Street side of the property. More needs to
be done next year.
We have obtained bid for two very costly projects,
steeple repair/renovation and the roof capstone
surrounding the CE building. All of this will
amount to well over $ 100,000.00. Our beautiful
buildings are a treasure but also very costly in
upkeep and renovations. For many years we have
maintained our church campus aiming to stay
relevant in today’s world while preserving the best
of history. Please keep us in your prayer as we
struggle with these much needed repairs.

Kenan Lecture Series
December 3rd, 2017 at 3:00PM.

voice that bridges across all religions,
she is also a best-selling author of
more than 50 books, hundreds of
articles, an online column for the
National Catholic Reporter, and a blog
for the Huffington Post.

Feeling burnt-out from life, strung-out
from social media, and put out by a
society that always wants more from
you? Beloved nun and social activist
Sister Joan Chittister, O.S.B.
Joan Chittister, who appeared on
Oprah’s Super Soul Sunday, offers a
The First Presbyterian Church of
practical, character-building, and
Lockport and the Kenan Center
inspirational guide to help you take
presents a special event in honor of the control of your emotional life and
Kenan Center’s 50th Anniversary.
redirect your spiritual destiny.
Joan Chittister, whom Publishers
“Radical chRistian life”
Weekly calls “one of the most
Author & Key Note Speaker:
well-known and trusted contemporary
spiritual authors,” is a rabble-rousing
Sister Joan Chittister, O.S.B.
force of nature for social justice, and a
Joan Chittister is one of the most
passionate proponent of personal faith
influential religious and social leaders and spiritual fulfillment. Drawing on
of our time. For 40 years she has
little known, ancient teachings of the
passionately advocated on behalf of
saints, Sister Joan offers a practical
peace, human rights, women’s issues, program to help transform our thinking
and church renewal. A much soughtand rebel against our fears, judgments
after speaker, counselor, and clear
and insecurities.

“Freedom from anxiety, worry, and
tensions at home and work, comes
when we give ourselves to something
greater,” she argues. “We need to seek
wisdom rather than simply facts, to
think before speaking, and in turn
create respectful communities.” With a
series of twelve simple rules for
healthy spiritual living, Chittister not
only reminds us, but pleads with us, to
develop enduring values by shifting
our attention to how God wants us to
live. This book will teach you how to
accomplish this.
Sister Joan will draw from her new
book, Radical Spirit: Twelve Ways to
Live a Free and Authentic Life. A
book-signing will follow her talk. A
limited number of books will be
available for purchase at the event. The
event is free to the public; at will
donations graciously accepted.

Veteran’s Day
First Presbyterian Church of Lockport
New Church Directory
Schedule:
Nov. 19th 12-7:00PM
Nov. 20th 1-8:00PM
Nov. 26th, 27th, 28th at 1-8PM
Professional photography session: No sitting fees.
8x10 family photograph: With the church directory
image of their choice.
Printed Directory: Put names with faces.
Printed Church Directories: All of your photographed families get a copy, plus you receive extra
copies for growth and outreach. You must be a member of First Church. Photos will be available before
Christmas.
Update Photography: Include new families in your
directory. Contact Rev. Hardy to schedule your
photography session.
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November 12th, 2017 at
the 10:30AM Worship
Service.

Join us in observance
of Veteran’s Day as
we honor all those who
have served.

Girl Scout meetings are held
on Wednesday evenings at
6-7:30PM. For more
information contact Susan
Haley or church office.

Cub Scouts Den meetings are held
Thursday evenings at 6:30-8PM.
For more information contact Mr.
John Stuart or Mrs. Kim Seekins.

Upcoming Music Events

December 1, 2017 at 7:30 PM

Jelani Eddington

Christmas Organ Concert

Join us for our Christmas Organ concert on Friday December 1st at
7:30PM. Jelani Eddington, is a popular artist at the Riviera Theatre
in North Tonawanda and will be presenting special Christmas
favorites on our organ. This concert completes our latest grant from
the William Rand Kenan Jr. Charitable Trust.

Music News notes: All Bell & Choir rehearsal's have gotten off to a great start. We are blessed with a very talented and
active music department with activities for all ages and for vocal and/or handbells. We are looking for singers and hand
bell ringers for our choirs. Church membership is not a requirement. Contact our Music Director, Jeff Seekins for
details at 716-433-5905.
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Board of Deacons Events
Thanksgiving Baskets donations
The Deacons will be accepting non-perishable food
items for the Thanksgiving baskets. We ask that you
donate items specific to thanksgiving dinner. This
year’s baskets will be given to underprivileged families
out side of the church.
Thank you for your continued support!
Board of Deacons

Coats for the Cold
The Deacons are requesting
gently used coats, hats,
mittens etc. The deadline
for contributions is
November 12th, 2017.

Giving Tree

Deck the Halls

Gift tags are available on
Sunday, November 19th. Make
a needy child’s Christmas that
much brighter.

Monday, November 27th.
Pot luck dinner at 5:00pm.
Bring a dish to pass.

Poinsettia’s Order Forms will be available on November 12th.
The deadline for all orders is December 3rd. 2017.
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Peanut Brittle Celebrating 50th Year Anniversary!

Hurray! It’s Peanut Brittle
Time!
We are calling all volunteers to sign up for another awesome
season of Peanut Brittle making. This is a huge fundraiser for the
church and we need your support. Everyone knows that First
Church volunteers are simply the very best!
Here is our production schedule: weather permitting
Saturday, October 28th 9:00-11:00am Peanut Sorting
Saturday, Nov 4th

7:45am – 1:00pm Peanut Brittle Making & Clean-up

Saturday, Nov 11th

7:45am – 1:00pm Peanut Brittle Making & Clean-up

Saturday, Nov 18th

7:45am – 1:00pm Peanut Brittle Making & Clean-up

Saturday, Dec 2nd

7:45am – 1:00pm Peanut Brittle Making & Clean-up

Saturday, Dec 9th

7:45am – 1:00pm Peanut Brittle Making & Clean-up

Schedule subject to change dependent on the weather
Please note: If you can’t stay the whole time, we particularly need:
Early workers (7:45 am. We need 25 workers per shift )
Volunteers needed from 12-1pm for Clean-up.
If you have orders for buying or pre-orders for selling,

Christmas Eve Services

Christmas Caroling

On Sunday, December 24th, 2017 we will not have our regular 8:15AM &
10:30AM Worship Services. Please mark your calendars.

Dig out your Santa Hats and get your
Fa-La-La on for some good old fashion
Christmas Caroling. More information on
this event will be provided in December.

We have two beautiful Christmas Eve services packed with music at 3:00 and
11:00PM on Sunday, December 24th.
3:00 PM Family Communion Service

Happy Birthday Jesus!

This family friendly service will include communion and music by our

December 17, 2017
following the
10:30AM service.

New Beginnings Handbell Ensemble plus soprano Maria Goodrich.
11:00 PM Traditional Candlelight Communion Service
This is our traditional candlelight communion service with music by harpist
Beth-Anne Brenamen and soprano Emily Storrs.

Come and celebrate our
Savior’s birth !
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Ugly Christmas Sweater
On December 17th
wear your ugliest
Christmas sweater

to church!

Christian Education News
The Sunday School year has gotten off to a strong start and we are looking forward to the beginning of the
advent season! If you haven't joined us for Sunday School yet, please consider coming and joining us. We
have Sunday School classes for all ages. We begin at 9:30 in Arnold Hall with an energizer led by Rev. Hardy.
If you would like to help as a Sunday School teacher or sub, please let Rev. Hardy or Corey McCarthy know.
We would love to have your help!
The Christmas pageant this year will be directed by Jim McCarthy. Rehearsals will be held after the 10:30AM
Worship Service. Please see schedule below. A pizza lunch will be provided before rehearsals. The pageant
will be performed on December 17th.

2017 Christmas Pageant rehearsal schedule:
Sunday, November 5th……..Pageant rehearsal 11:45AM
Sunday, November 12th…… Pageant rehearsal 11:45AM
Sunday, November 19th…….Pageant rehearsal 11:45AM
Sunday, December 3rd…….. Pageant rehearsal 11:45AM
Sunday, December 10th……. Pageant rehearsal 11:45AM
Saturday, December 16th…... Dress Rehearsal 11:30AM
Sunday, December 17th……. Christmas Pageant at 10:30AM

Creation Exploration!
The Pre-K kids spent a couple weeks learning about the creation story. On October 8th we went on a “field trip” to see
and learn about the cool stuff God has given us. Our group
is called, “Creation Exploration.”

Joey learning that this
snail is one of God’s
creations, and it will
not hurt him.

First Church Pre-K kids setting
off on their exploration.
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Reagan, Joey, Alaina

2018 Stewardship Drive

Hurricane Relief
The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Program is providing aid to the victims
of Hurricane Harvey, Irma, Maria etc.
Through donations for the One Great
Hour of Sharing and through
congregations donations, monies
collected will provide aid to these storms
victims.
The devastation of these storms has impacted in-numerous numbers of people.
If you would like to make a donation
please make checks payable to: First
Presbyterian Church of Lockport. All
donations will be forwarded to this vital
program. The need is so great. Please
keep those affected by these epic storms
in your prayers and please, prayerfully
give.
We have currently collected $1,685.00
for the Presbyterian Disaster Relief.

2017 Stewardship Campaign
November 12, 2017
Stewardship Dedication
Bring your Commitment Cards to worship
as a symbol of your commitment to
the church of Christ.
Visit the Webpage for additional stewardship resources.
http://1stpreslockport.org/stewardship-2017/

FLOM Events

RADA Sale
Kick off was Sunday, Oct.15th
and runs through November 19th.
Give the gift to a child who does
not know the joy of receiving
gifts on Christmas morning.
Shoe boxes are available. Please
see Janice Bregy.
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Sale begins on Sunday, October 29th
through November 12th, 2017.
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December Birthdays

November Birthdays
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Montreat Fundraiser Winter 2017
With each gift card you purchase, the church earns revenue (2%-15%). The program requires payment up
front at time of order. Fill out the order form included with payment in cash or check made payable to:
First Presbyterian Church and drop if off at the church office or give to Heather Miner.
Orders are due to Heather Miner NO LATER THAN: For NOVEMBER 5th-Orders or DECEMBER
3rd-Orders.
Gift cards will be delivered before Christmas. Please contact Heather Miner at 434-8324 (home) or 418-9815
(cell) with any questions you may have about the program.
Thank you for supporting the youth of First Presbyterian!
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“Remember...
Sunday, November 5, 2017,
clocks are turned backward 1 hour.”

Our Staff

Church office will be closed November 23rd & 24th
in observance of Thanksgiving Day.
December 25th, Christmas Day and January 1st,
2018 New Years Day!

Prayer Corner

Rev. W. James Hardy

Pastor
Robin Andrews

Sunday Nursery Care

Our next edition for 2018 will be the
January/February edition. Deadline
for submission is December 15th,
2017.

Lorraine Kibler

Moderator of Deacons
Elizabeth Lattimer

Office Manager

Clerk of Session

Our Condolences to the family of Kim Seekins on the passing of her mother Nanette Allen. Please keep the family and her loved
ones in your thoughts and prayers during this
difficult time of loss.

Jeffrey Seekins

Our sympathy and prayers go out to Dorothy
Craig and her loved ones
on the passing of her sister.

Heather Miner

Organist/Choir Director
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